

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi0zLv766zdAhUChOAKHeaMCEcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/history/conflicts/australians-western-front-19141918/australian-remembrance-trail/fourth-4&psig=AOvVaw3yUEEPENKnTC6f3TJVl8ND&ust=1536545421284878

1. 1918: why did the Central Powers (Germany & Austria-Hungary) lose the war?




11 November 1918: the armistice is signed

an unconditional capitulation
A break from tradition

The German point of view: how to explain a defeat few ¥
Germans had anticipated :

o

The traditional concept of armistice (1648): a temporary and mutually agreed
interruption of a conflict

A sort of ceasefire paving the way to a negotiated peace
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November 1918: the German imperial army still occupies a large swap of Russia
Germany not invaded

Early 1918: Germany still in a position of strength
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- Immediate cause (as perceived then): mutinies leading to full-fledged revolution

.
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B The “stab-in-the-back” (Dolchstoss) myth
Revolution = defeat/military collapse

|

The image of a Germany invincible preserved ’
The German army not vanquished

*

denkt daran!
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Why did Germany lose? (the real reasons)

| The real question: how did the Central
Powers manage to hold on for o) Iong? n.{‘




1914-1917: a European war B
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I Central Powers A strategic nightmare for Germany & Austria-Hungary:

| Allied Powers

1- A war on two fronts

2- Numerical inferiority (118 millions vs. 260 millions)

i 3- Superior financial & naval resources (France & Britain)
T o o o .
. 4- Germany well integrated in global trade networks (imports of raw materials) .
% 4- Extended hostilities = destabilizing hardship for civilian populations
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Schlieffen Plan of 19056 and
French Options in Plan XVII
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Schlieffen Plan: a huge (|rrespon5|ble) gamble
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[NQLAN'};“_, ey The battle of the Marne (6-10 September 1914)

e P The end of an illusion: the war won’t be short
Time not on Germany’s side = o Siger
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Unrestricted submarine campaign: “the last card” (January 1917)
B S TN TEENWL

A capital decision & worst decision of the war made by the German military (9 January 1917)
- -

>

Britain on the verge of bankruptcy
French army demoralized
Russia on the edge of revolution

“I do not hesitate to declare that
we can [...] force England
through unrestricted submarine
war to make peace in five
months”

Conrad von Hotzendorff (Chief
of Admiralty Staff)
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Campaign to begin no later than 1 February 1917

The risk of provoking the U.S.
The U.S. not seen as a threat
Britain to sue for peace before the U.S. could make a difference

A




2 April: the U.S. (world leading economic power) declares war on Germany

gl ! 4B
SAN LUIS OBISPOYg; “DAILY TELEGRAM

>

GERMANY ASKS PEACE ik e
@ik ON WILSON'S 14 POINTS g -5i

I'housands Gather for WISH T8 NO PEACE TALK UNTIL ’
Celebration When News BN A0 GERMAN TROOPS LEAVE
of Peace Move Comes =535 FRANCE, BELGIUM, RUSSIA
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Winter of 1916-1917: growing deprivation & hardshlp

2 ey WENERL,

Germany & Austria-Hungary: a home front defined by food shortage
Priority to the military
Entente blockade
53 :i'v Soil exhaustion (lack of fertilizers — priority to explosives)
Bureaucratic mismanagement







Reason 2: a problem of governance
The civilian power lost to the military (able to impose its decisions)
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Democracies

oritarian regimes

IN WAR

1 \' War to be inevitably lost if military : —
’i!-'.i’-." o leaders allowed to control a
) country’s political agenda
(Charles de Gaulle)

GENERAL CARL
VON CLAUSEWITZ

\

1916: the increasing domination of the German military over Germany’s political scene




¢ - August 1916: the appointments of Hindenburg & Ludendorff = a new phase
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Their program: victory, no matter the cost
Military necessity to prevail




L “q'! Democracies: government control over military operations e
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France & Great Britain: control over military
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= “Internal politics, |
wage war; foreign

affairs, | wage war. |
Bethmann-Hollweg forced to . always wage war”

resigned (July 1917) : George Clemenceau
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Reason 3: the Central Powers lost because they could no longer manager militarily
Their defeat was a military defeat
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To concentrate enough troops in northern France: the need to remove troops in the Balkans
A dlsastrous effect on the moral of Bulgarian troops (summer of 1918)
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Rapid increase of German POWs: desertion & insubordination (1 million German soldiers)
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German, Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman &
Bulgarian armies: RETREAT




-, Military defeat led to revolution, not the other way around

R 1
"« Soldiers abandoned hope because of military defeat,
NOT because of revolutionary propaganda
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p November 1918: the Germans believe they did not (really) lost the war!
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We end the struggle proudly and with our heads held high
where we have stood for four years in the face of a world full
of enemies.”

Field Marshal von Hindenburg's Order of the Day, 12
November 1918
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Why the need for a peace conference?

To negotiate collectively the peace treaties
To develop a system aimed at eliminating the causes of wars
Vanquished nations & Communist Russia NOT invited
Powers with general interests vs. Powers with limited interests (a great many nations as extras)
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18 January 1919: the opening of the Paris Peace Conference =
27 delegations (32 including the British dominions) (iR
An opportunity for countries to gain influenc age A
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18 January 1871
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Key decisions made by the four leading victorious nations (Great Britain, France, U.S. & Italy)
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German delegation not allowed to negotiate

Written comments only at the end of the proceedings
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Peace treaty seen as a diktat in Germany

\

Self-determination: Germany & Austria not permitted to unite
A German military limited to 100 000 men + no heavy weapons
Article 231 (Germany’s guilt)
Article 227: Wilhelm Il to be judged for « a supreme offence against international morality and the sanctity
of treaties”
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EUROPE

I'he National Boundary Realignments
Resulting From the First World War
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Woodrow Wilson and the principle of self-determination

Hope in the colonies

Wilson’s open diplomacy: delegations from oppressed or colonized countries
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SRR SR Wilson’s “government by consent” = formidable hope in the colonies
InteIIectuaIs & pro- mdependence leaders (India, Egypt, Korea & Chma) largely ignored in Paris
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\\\ . Self-determination outside Europe
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" Self-determlnatlon in Europe & Ottoman Emplre ONLY (Wllson)
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The system of mandates for colonies and
territories “inhabited by peoples not yet
able to stand by themselves under the
strenuous conditions of the modern
world”
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The Middle-East in turmoil

30 november 1918: armistice with Ottoman Empire — the start of a new conflict

1914 § 1922 OVIET UNION

Istanbul
- 9
Gallipoli TURKEY  [SYRIA
OTTOMAN EMPIRE @ 1946
LEBANO! o Tihosul
Beirut 1943 €P0° T MESOPOTAMIA
o Baghdad IRA
eDamascus ¢ PERSIA PALESTINE ‘®DaMascus po . . (IRAQ)[1932
Suez @ Jerusalem Jerusaleme
CAIRO . Basra.
EGYPT " B
EGYPT 25 1361
ARABIA ARABIA
e Mecca B French e Mecca
B British |
ANGLO- B Iltalian YEMEN
EGYPTIAN Hadramaut 2o
SUDAN w7 Year of 1918

independence

Franco-British rivalry (partition of the Middle-East)
Map: The Middle East before and after WWI.
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British strategy = Arab revolt
against the Turks
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Promise (vague & ambiguous) of a large
: independent Arab state (from the
? Mediterranean Sea to the Indian Ocean

Sir Henry McMahon
(British High Commissioner

in Egypt)

Sharif Hussein, Emir of Mecca
(Hashemite dynasty & descendant
of the Prophet)
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16 May 1916: Sykes-Picot secret agreement
N .

Comprehensive [secret] agreement on post-war partition of Ottoman Empire
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Sir Mark Sykes (British MP)
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Francois-George Picot (French diplomat)

Yy N


http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjV0d6bpZbSAhXC24MKHV1lAkMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.dailysabah.com/feature/2015/07/10/sykes-picot-the-western-agreement-that-sealed-the-middle-easts-doom&psig=AFQjCNFp30Pq2CviVSJTnfCTyCdrF7AH6A&ust=1487391989246742

The Balfour Declaration

“Best endeavours” to achieve establishment for a national home for the Jews in Palestine

Deaxr lLoxrd Rothsohild,

I bave mach pleasure in conveying ta you, on
Dehall of His MAJesty's Govermmant, the following
declaration of syrpaily with Jewish Zionist aspirations
"hich his Deen submitted to, and spproved Dy, the Caninet.

"His Majesaty 's Govarnmant view with fevyour the
sstablishoent in Falsatine of & pastiooal home for the
Jowish peoSpls, snd will wes their Dest sadeavoura To
cilitate tThe schisveamant Oof this CDJecCt, 1% being
sarly undarstood that nothing ashall e done which
vV prejudios the civil and religious rizhts of
i1ating non-Jewiah cOommupitiss 1n Palasstine, or ithe
ghts and political status snjJoyed by “ewe 1o any .
e countxy™.

TN

L I should be greteful i1f you would Lring this
> fntton o e knowlisdge Oof the ZAiAonist Federation.
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Arab-Israeli conflict has deflned Middle-East as a war zone:
1. 4 major wars
2. Unresolved problems

Roots of the problems = fundamental contradictions of Balfour Declaration
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Khatoum Legitimacy of Middle-Eastern borders repeatedly called in question

ISIL's goal: “to smash Sykes-Picot” and declared a Caliphate
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Self-determination: a break from past practices

International Labour Organization (international norms
aimed at improving the well-being of workers)
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Imperfect peace treaties
8 Question: what would have happened had it not been for the 1929 crisis?
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